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Dyeing has almost ceased to exist as a traditional art. In this 20th century the importance of colour

in our lives seems to be realized less and less. It has been forgotten that strong and beautiful

colour, such as used to abound in all every day things, is an essential to the full joy of life. A sort of

fear or nervousness of bright colour is one of the features of our age, it is especially evident in the

things we wear.There is unfortunately good reason for it. We fear bright colour because our modern

colours are bad, and they are bad because the tradition of dyeing has been broken. The chemist

has invaded the domain of the dyer, driven him out and taken over his business, with the result that

ugly colour has become the rule for the first time in the history of mankind. It is not that chemists

never produce beautiful colour. Dyeing as a chemical science has not been studied for the last 50

years without producing good results. But there is this great difference between the chemical

commercial dyes and the traditional dyesÃ¢â‚¬â€•that with the commercial dyes it is very easy to

produce ugly colours, the beautiful colour is rare; but with traditional dyes it is difficult to make an

ugly colour, and good colour is the rule.
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